Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike

BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE,
BANGALORE

ENGLISH NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS
28-11-2020




INDEX

1.THE HINDU

2. DECCAN HERALD

3.TIMES OF INDIA

4. BANGALORE MIRROR

5. THE ECONOMIC TIMES
6.THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS




THE HINDU

SWR plans three pairs
of trains to KIA

Bengaluru
South Western Railways is

exploring the feasibility of
operating three pairs trains to
and from Kempegowda
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International Airport for the
benefit of passengers.

Indira Canteen contractors not paid for several months

Many say that it is
becoming
increasingly
difficult to operate

CHITRA V. RAMANT
BENGALURD

Contractors of Indira Can-
reens are finding it difficult to
operate them owing to the
failure of the government to
pay their bills for months on
end. The 198 Indira Can-
teens, including mobile can-
teens, which enjoy the pa-
tronage of thousands of
citizens, are operated by
Chef Talk Food and Hospital-
ity Services Pvt. Ltd., Re-
wards and Adamya Chetana.

Udaykumar of Rewards
told The Hindu that the
BEMP has not cleared their
bills for more than seven

Contractors want water connection to the canteens to be changed from the commercial
category to domestic. =suoHakara lam

months. He used to operate
88 canteens, but is now ma-
naging 50, as per the new
tenders, which, sources in
the civic body said, came in-
to effect on Angust 1.

As per the new tender, the
subsidy from the govern-
ment has come down by
nearly 7. The government
subsidy (for three meals per
day) was earlier 37, bur is

now ¥30.3, he said. Citizens
pay ¥25 for three meals a
day.

“:l'hnugh the cost of essen-

tial commodities has in-
creased, the subsidy has

P2

been reduced,” he said. That
apart, water and power con-
mections to the canteens are
under the commercial cate-
gory. *“We have submitted re-
presentations to the BBMP,
BWSSB and Bescom seeking
change in category to dom-
estic, to no avail,” he added.
A representative of Ada-
mya Chetana, which started
operating 44 canteens under
the new tender, admitted
that there were some issues
with water and power con-
nections. “We have recently
taken over. There many un-
resolved issues pertaining to
unpaid power and water
charges. As a result, water
supply to a few canteens has
been suspended,” he said.
Admitting to a delay in
clearing bills, BEMP Com-
missioner N. Manjunath Pra-
sad said the State govern-
ment had not released

: SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENCALURL

There were proposals to
include ragi mudde and
chapati in the menu of In-
dira Canteens. However, it
will be some time before
: they find a place on the
. menu.

: A representative of
| Adamya Chetana said that
: they were initially pre-
: pared to introduce chapa-
¢ s

H However, with the out-
. break of the COVID-19
. pandemic, they put off

their decision since cha-

Chapatls not onmenu

patis have to be rolled by
hand. “In our kitchen in
Jodhpur, a machine is
used to make flar breads.
They are thicker and
tougher, and are called
“roti’. Those will not suit
the south Indian palate,”
the representative added.
Udaykumar from Re-
wards, however, had oth-
er reasons. He said non-
payment of pending bills
and increase in cost of es-
sential commodities were
the main reasons for not
including ragi mudde and
chapati in the menu.

money for maintenance of
the canteens. “This has af-
fected payment to contrac-

tors. We have written several
times to the government
about the same,” he said.




(Garbage contractors
threaten to go on strike

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Garbage contractors have
threatened to stop collection
and transportation of muni-
cipal waste from the city ov-
er non-payment of pending
bills.

The Bangalore Mahanaga-
ra Swachathe Matthu Lorry
Malikara Hagoo Guthigedar-
ara Sangh (regd.), in a letter
submitted to Bruhat Benga-
luru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) Commissioner N.
Manjunath Prasad, said it
will go on a strike from No-
vember 30.

Sangh general secretary
S.N. Balasubramaniam
claimed that bills amounting
to 400 crore were pending.
In the South zone, pending
hills date back to January this
year. “Bills from April 2020
are pending in other zones,”
he said, adding that they had
met senior officials, includ-
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ing Mr. Prasad, earlier this
month. “We were assured
that the pending bills would
be cleared before Deepavali.
However, despite the Com-
missioner’s instruction to
clear bills, officials are refus-
ing to do so,” he alleged.

He claimed that contrac-
tors were not able to pay
their employees and had
borrowed heavily for day-to-
day maintenance.

Mr. Prasad said he had
spoken with the Sangh. “We
have assured them that the
bills will be cleared and we
will release the pending
amount partially. We will re-
lease the remaining amount
in phases,” he said.

However, Mr. Balasubra-
maniam said the Sangh will
meet Mr. Prasad and senior
officials on Saturday morn-
ing and take a call on the
strike based on the outcome
of the meeting.



Bouncers prevent entry
into BBMP office

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

A group of men allegedly
took over guard duties at
the Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-

nagara Palike (BBMP) gate
on Friday ahead of an event,

Eyewitnesses claimed the
men - acting as bouncers -

prevented the entry of vehi-
cles into the premises, even
as the security guards and
marshals remained mute

spectators.
The bouncers were hired

by BBMP Employees’ Union
Kannada Sangha that had

organised a programme to
unveil the bust of thespian

Dr. Rajkumar in the civic bo-
dy’s head office as part of

65th Kannada Rajyotsava ce-
lebrations. Actors Shivaraj

Kumar and Puneet Rajku-
mar were invited for the
programme, along with
former mayor M. Goutham
Kumar.
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A Group D employee was
reportedly assaulted by one

of the bouncers, but later re-
tracted his statement.
Amruth Raj, president of

the union, confirmed that
the bouncers had been

hired, but denied that they
had assaulted an employee.

“The employee has denied
being assaulted. We had ob-
tained the requisite permis-
sion from the Commissioner
and Administrator for the
programme,” he said.

Special Commissioner
(Administration) Manjunath
claimed that they were not
present within the civic bo-
dy’s premises.

Mr. Manjunath also

claimed that no employee
was assaulted. “I have not

received any complaint
from anyone. If the ag-
grieved employee comes

forward to complain, we
will look into it,” he said.



SWR plans 3 pairs of trains to KIA

Two trains will originate from KSR railway station and one from Yelahanka

SUCHITH KIDIYOOR
BENGALURU

South Western Railways
(SWR) is exploring the feasi-
bility of operating three
pairs trains to and from Kem-
pegowda Intermational Air-
port for the benefit of pas-
sengers. If all goes as
planned, one train will leave
Krantiveera Sangolli Rayan-
na Bengaluru Railway Sta-
tion at 4.45 a.m. and another
at 9 p.m. The third train will
leave from Yelahanka at 7
a.nm.

E. Vijaya, chief public rela-
tions officer of SWR, said the
schedule is subject to appro-
val from the Railway Board.
“The schedule was prepared
after consulting airport offi-
cials. The proposed timings
will cater to peak hour traf-
fic,” she said.

For the return journey,
the trains will depart from
Devanahalli at 6.30 am.,
7.45 a.m, and 10.30 p.m,

“Prior to the lockdown,

eight trains were operational
on this line. A stoppage will
be given for these trains at
the newly-built halt station
on the boundary of the air-
port campus,” she added.
Tickets are likely to be
priced at T30 from Majestic
and %10 from Yelahanka.

Journey time

From KSR Bengaluru, the
train will halt at major sta-
tions en route and the jour-
ney time could be as long as
1.15 hours.

“It is likely to come down
when the final time table
gets approval. We may skip
some stations en route. Halts
include Cantonment, Benga-
luru East, Baivappanahalli,
Channasandra and Yelahan-
ka. The service will help peo-
ple living in the CBD and
eastern part of the city, such
as K.R. Puram and White-
field,” said Ms. Vijaya.

Ever since the relaxation
of lockdown rules, there has
been a growing demand to
resume suburban train ser-

vices and introduce services
to the airport. KIA has seen a
gradual increase in passen-
ger traffic.

“As a result, road traffic
has increased. The halt sta-
tion [near KIA] is ready but
the authorities are yet to in-
troduce services,” said Raj-
kumar Duggar, convenor of
Citizens [or Citizens.

Citizens have highlighted
the need for a good access
road from the highway to the
halt station.

“The authorities should
develop Doddajala station so
that local residents also get
the benefit of the train ser-
vices. Starting train services
from multiple points in the
city will help a large number
of people,” Mr. Duggar ad-
ded.

Citizen activist Sanjeev
Dyamannavar pointed out
that if the service takes off, it
will benefit not just air pas-
sengers but also people
working at KIA.

1,526 fresh COVI]S—19 cases,
12 deaths in the State

As many as 1,451
persons were
discharged on
Friday

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The State on Friday reported
1,526 new cases of COVID-19,
taking the total number of
cases to 8,81,086.

With 12 deaths, the toll
rose to 11,738. This is apart
from 19 deaths of patients

due to non-COVID-19
reasons.
Total recoveries

As many as 1,451 persons
were discharged on Friday,

COVID-19 update

Number of positive
cases reported in
Bengaluru Urban on

November 27

808

Total cases 3,57, 885
19,083
Discharged 3,44,537
4,114+1"

* One person died of other
causes

Active Case

Deaths

Source: Department of
Health and Family Welfare.

taking the total number of
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recoveries to 8,43,950. Of
the remaining 25,379 active
patients, 401 were being
monitored in the ICU.

While the positivity rate
for the day stood at 1.34%,
the Case Fatality Rate (CFR)
touched 0.78%.

Bengaluru Urban report-
ed 808 cases, taking its tally
to 3,67,885. With six deaths
coming from Bengaluru, the
toll in the district rose to
4,114.

Active cases in Bengaluru
touched 19,093.

As many as 1,13,591 tests
were conducted in the last
24 hours, including 97,246
RT-PCR tests. With this, the
total number of tests rose to
1,08,04,148.



Building plan details
posted online

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

The BBMP has put details of building plans
approved, commencement certificates
(CCs) and occupancy certificates (0Cs) on
its website for the perusal of the public.

According to BBMP Commissioner N.
Manjunath Prasad, this is the first time that
such details have been put in the public do-
main. He said that all plan approvals, CCs
and OCs issued during 2019-20 and 2020-21
(till date) are now accessible on the BBMP’s
website.

As per data provided, as many as 10,311
building plans had been approved during
2019-20 till date, while 356 CCs and 329 OCs
had been issued during the same period.

Of the total building plans approved, the
maximum are from Rajarajeshwarinagar
zone (2,394).

To view the plans approved and other de-
tails of the Town Planning Department, citi-
zens may visit https://bbmp.gov.in/town
planning.html.
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Non-COVID-19 services will
be resumed at BMCRI

They will be
available from
December |

AFSHAN YASMEEN
BENGALITRU

Students of Bengaluru Medi-
cal College and Research In-
stitute (BMCRD), who had
been missing out on their
practical classes ever since
hospitals affiliated to BMCRI
were turned into dedicated
COVID-19  facilities, now
have a reason to cheer. The
Medical Education Depart-
ment is all set to resume
non-COVID-19 services at the
institute from December 1.
Non-COVID-19  services
have been partially restarted
in all other medical colleges,
Hospitals  affiliated to
BMCRI, mainly Victoria hos-
pital, continue to be dedicat-
ed COVID-19 facilities. When
the pandemic hit Karnataka
in March, the State govern-

ment had identified Victoria
hospital as the first dedicat-
ed COVID-19 hospital.

Medical Education Direc-
tor P.G, Girish told The Hin-
du that non-COVID-19 servic-
es would begin at the
institute from December 1.
“This will not only benefit
non-COVID-19 patients, but
also our students who have
been missing out on practi-
cal classes,” he said.

“Our students will risk
qualifying with inadequate
skills if we further delay re-
suming non-COVID-19 ser-
vices. Now that COVID-19
cases are declining, we want
to reserve only the Emergen-
¢y and Trauma Care Centre
for COVID-19. As medical
students are evaluated
based on their surgical skills
and practical experience,
we may have to postpone
their examinations this
vear,” Dr. Girish said.

He said an Operation
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Theatre (OT) log book is
maintained in the three
years of the PG course to re-
cord the number of surger-
ies students individually per-
formed, operations they
assisted and witnessed, be-
sides noting whether they
were first assistants. “This is
as per National Medical
Commission's norms and
have to be followed at any
cost,” he added.

Dedicated COVID-19 hos-
pitals under the Health and
Family Welfare Department
that have partially restarted
non-COVID-19 services are
awaiting the nod to further
expand their services.

State Health Director Om
Prakash R. Patil said the de-
partment will take a call in
another two weeks. “We will
have to be prepared for a
possible second wave, but at
the same time we will have
to now ensure non-COVID-19
services are not hit.”

Kerala’s positivity over 10%, with no rise in testing

State adds 23 deaths to virus toll; low test positivity of 1.27% in A.P: Tamil Nadu reports 1,442 new cases

% ToTAL
NUMBER ]10'839
orcases N 255378
2067665 1448

TOTAL
0 é ggmcss . -
2587707 |2

TOTAL
E NUMBER I“'“}B
OF CASES
1777616 |nea
TOTAL
. NUMBER ] 12,137
% or cases
866,438 6976
! TOTAL
g i 25379
OF CASES
;&8[.086 [1.738

*Telangana numbers are as of 8 p.m. on Thursday | **Kevala has a mismatch of 129 cases
| due to unaccounted deaths, missing persons | ***Karnataka has 19 non-COVID deaths

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala on Friday reported
testing 39,108 samples, des-
pite claims by the State go-
vernment that testing would
be raised to at least 70,000

per day. New cases reported
on Friday stood at 3,966,

C¥VID-19
with a test positivity rate of
10.14%.

The Health department
added 23 deaths from CO-
VID-19 on Friday. Five deaths
were reported from Thris-
sur, four each from Kottayam
and Malappuram, three from
Alappuzha, two each from
Pathanamthitta,  Thiruva-
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nanthapuram and Ernaku-
lam and one from Kozhi-
kode.

The case details by district
were: Malappuram 612 cas-
es, Thrissur 525, Ernakulam
397, Kozhikode 374, Palak-
kad 351, Kottayam 346, Thi-
ruvananthapuram 262, Ala-
puzha 236, Kollam 229,
Pathanamthitta 159, Idukki
143, Kannur 131, Wayanad
105 and Kasaragod 96.

Telangana added 761 cases
on Thursday. With four
more deaths, the number of
fatalities in the State rose to
1,448,

Among new cases, 136
were from Greater Hydera-
bad area, 69 from Medchal-
Malkajgiri and 55 from Ran-
gareddy district.

Andhra Pradesh reported
733 new infections and six
deaths on Friday. Samples
tested in the State totalled
99,13,068, and in the past
day, 57,752 were tested with a
positivity rate of 1.27%

Krishna district topped
with two new deaths, while
Anantapur, Chittoor, Visak-
hapatnam and Vizianagaram
reported one death each.

In Tamil Nadu, 1,442 peo-
ple tested positive on Friday
for COVID-19, including six
passengers who returned
from other States, taking the
total tally to 7,77,616.

Fatalities recorded in the
day stood at 12,

(With inputs from Hyde-
rabad, Vijayawada, and
Chennai bureaus)
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Bengaluri: More than two
dozon (26) hospitals in BEMP
south zone have been accnsad
of overcharging patlents re-
ferred by public authorities.
The hospitals in areas Hie
Banashankari, Hosakerehalll,
Girinagar and Vinaya
Kanagar, were found to have
collectoed nearly Bs 1.4 croroe
froa patients who availed gov-
ernment quota beds and the
civic agency has now asked
these facilities to refund Rs
96.4 lakh. Officials said pa-
tlents who were fleeced are
complaining to the eivic body
_In late June, the state gov-
ernment had uniamd private
hospitals o earmark 50% of
their beds for patients re-
ferred by public anthorities.
The government had under-
taken o foot the bill for these
patients in accondance with
tariffs agreed on: Rs 5,200 par
patlent per day for general
wand, Rs 7,000 fir high depend-
ence unit, Rs 8,500 for ICU
without ventilator and Rs
10,000 fior ICU with ventilator
“But many private hospi-
tals are generating bills ac-
cording w thelr whims and
fancies,” BEMP oficlals sald
“Besides ralsing the bill with
the government acconding to

TIMES OF INDIA

26 private hospitals fleeced

‘THEY REFUSED TO DISCHARGE ME’

Renuka (name changed), who was referred by BBMP to a private
hospital in Girinagar, said she had to cough up Rs L4 lakh. *I was
diagnosed with Covid-19 on November 2 and was admitted tothe
general ward. | had no comorbid conditions. When | was
discharged six days later, | was made to pay Rs 1.4 lakh,” she
sabd. When Renuka asked staff why she was being charged
although she was a patient referred by the govemment, she was
told she was given mult-vitamin injections for which she had to
pay. Another patient, Rathna Gowda, who was treated at a
private hospital near Hosakerehalli said that she was charged Rs
2.5 lakh. =1 had diabetes and was in the ICU for four days before |
was shifted to the general ward. When we guestioned authorities
about the bill, they threatened my son saying | would be

discharged only if we clear the bill,” Rathna said.

WHATS THE TRUTH? Private hospitals say the govemment is not
taking into consi deration treatment for comorbidities

the prescribed tariff, they are
also collecting money from
patients clting reasons ke
2XITa treatment expemndltore
and comorbldides.”
Rajendra Cholan, spacial
commissioner, health and IT,
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BBMP, said every individual
case 18 being vetted and caleu-
lated. “Many patients who are
belng treated under EOVern-
ment category are belng
charged unnecessarlly,”™
Cholan sald. *“We are question-

Ing only these cases and not
thosa who visit on thelr own.
Many people who were troated
In general ward were chargad
B= 1.51akh to Rs 25 lakh, cit-
ing various heads, This defles
all explanations.”
However, privaig hospitals
Y government agencles are
crunching the wrong flgures,
“GOVEr TITENL AEEncles are
harassing us,"” a hospltal offl-
clal said. “We regret having
converted our hospitals into
Covid facilities. Health offl-
clals do not know their math.
We are expected to treat pa-
tients in ICU who have comor-
bidities. How can everything
b mmmmmm In such a

govt patients, says BBMP

vate hospital said, “If officials
are actually cracking down on
us, then they need to hear our
side of the story as well. Just
Issuing notices won't help.”

Hiowever, Dr Pracanna HM,
president, Private Hospltals
and Nursing Homes Associa-
tion (PHANA), said: “We Is-
suind an advisory to our mem-
bers and specified the charges.
If hospitals have violated it,
We cannot stand by them. We
support whoever 1s right.”

Munish Moudgll, coordl-
nator for BEMP south zone,
salil: “Hosplials are irying o
hide their mistakes.”



Contact tracing goes haywire' no
trail for 65% fresh cases in Ballari

Sunitha. Rae-dtimesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The state's Cov-
1d-1% management team 18 at
1ts wit's end as primary con-
tacts of patents Infacted over
the past fow weoks ACTDSS sov-
eral districts have not been
traced and screensd. For in-
stance, in Ballart, 655% of those
found positive between No-
vember 17 and 23 have no pri-
MAry CONtacis.

Trace, test And oat Are cor-
nerstones of Covid manage-
ment in Karnataka, but con-
tact tracing has taken a beat-
ing, experts admit. From an
epldemiological perspective,
one posttive case generally has
at least 2.3 primary Contacts.

Of 11 districes on the radar
where the pandemle sltuation
is worsening, Ballar] reportad
the most nil contacts, accond-
ing to data tabled before the
chief secretary at a recent
review meeting. It was fol-
lowed by Haveri (53.1%), Ral-
chur (325 %), Tumakuru (314
%), Kolar (20 %) and Uttara
Eannada {28 %). Dakshina
Eannada has the laast cases of
zero contacts with 8.7% nil
Primary contacts.

Dr Giridhara R Babu, epi-
demiologlst and member of
the state's technical advisory
committes on Covid manage-
ment, sald In the early
months of the pandemic, Kar-
nataka was known for its con-

y— —
!':-: - - e —
73 =H NIL PRIMARY CONTACTS
w1 (from Now 17-23)
i = [T NIL CONTACTS
AR | Osrict| e [Patent
1.\ il Ballarl| 194 126 | 649
il [ ravei] 38 [ & |5
I Raichur| 117 38 | 325
- Tumakuru| 446 | 140 | 314
i Kolar| 186 | 54 | 29
» A Uttara
5 ' ‘ Kannada| ' 54 | 28
] J Kodagu| 65 W |as
= | Vilayapura| 272 3 | 14
Mysuru| 723 95 | 131
Dharwad| 117 15 128
Dakshina
m 24 | &7
Kannada

tact tracing with up to 42
contacts traced for every in-
fected person.

“If 100 positive cases are

detected, thers must be a

minimum 300 primary con-
taces,” Dr Babu sald. “Trac-
Ing primary contacts 1s an
Index of how active the sur-
velllance and review system
is in the district. Any district
with more than 20% of pa-
tlents with nil primary con-
tacts 1s a problem.™
Experts say 1t's possible for
a fow patlents to have no prl-
MArY CONLActs, it not a stag-
gering 65% of them. Explain-

ing possible glitches, Dir Babu
sald: “First, when people are
tested in random locat lons ike
bus stops and worksites, thelr
afiresses May not be recorded
and this can hamper contact
tracing. Second, workers may
not have recorded addrosses
correctly due to laziness and
third, infected people may not
have given accurate details at
the time of testing.”
However, Panka] Kuomar
Pandey, commissioner, healih
and family welfare depart-
ment, put it down to timing.
“Data shows the swiftness In
contact tracing. Some districts

may trace late or may be enter-
Ing the data late,” he sald.
But another expert sald a
delay can lead to a 1ag at every
stage. “More test positve when
contact racing is done effl-
clenfly A sonseof lethargy has
set In among workers,” the
public health expert said.
Nakul, Ballari district
deputy commissioner, sald a
recent transition In the dis-
trict’s Covid management
toam may have lad o the prob-
lem. "Earller education de-
partment officials were doing
contact tracing, but the health
department was recently giv-
en the responsibility 1 think
thwe (data has been obtalned but
has not been uploaded due o
technical Issues,” he sald.
The Issue Is also ralsing
concerns about the quality of
data in the state. For instance,
Haveri district authorities say
only &3 cases were reported
between November 17 and 23
A8 Against 98 cases repored by
the health department. Data
shows 53.1% of patlents In the
district had nil contacts.
“The figures are incor-
rect,” sald Dr Rajesh Dod-
damani, Haveri health officer
“This has been brought to the
notice of senior anthorities.
Only In elght patlents, prl
mary contacts are still belng
traced. The number of pa-
tients with nil primary con-
tacts Is only about 5%."

Forum to do fgasibility study
on trolleybus network in c1ty

Christin.Mathew Philip
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Will a trolleybus simi-
lar toa tram befeasible for Bengalu-
ru? A study by India Smart Grid Fo-
rum (ISGF). a public-privace part-
nership inlilative of the Unlon mi
nistry of power for accoleratod
developmentof smart grids, will re-

veal that soon.

Sources in Bengaluru Metropoli-
tan Transport Corporation (BMTC)
sald [SGEF has offered tocomduct 3 fe-
asibility study for implementation of
a trolleybus network In the city A
trolleybus or wackless tmolley Is a
combination of bus and tram, but it
doesn't need a dedicated track torun
as it can move on rubber tyres. It
draws power from overhead cables
and is cheaper than Metro,

COMMNG TO BENGALURU? A trolleybus operates in Bratislava, Slovakia

A trolleybus or trackless trolley i a combination of bus and tram, but it
doesn’t need a dedicated track to run as it can move on rubber tyres. It
draws power from overhead cables and is cheaper than Metro

India and Bengaluro could take the  nid be reduced as they will mostly
lead In this. Butfunding for the pro-  draw power from overhead cabloes,



Sources say ISGF had a discus-
slon with BMTC and Is expectad to
submit a report in a few months.
“Karnataka is now a power-surplus
state, Trolleybuses are feasible on
the city’s arterial roads that coald
provide a dedicated lane for buses.
They are botter than regular elec-
tric buses and have more passeng-
er<carrying capacity, which is use-
fal during peak hours. For instance,
a trolleybus could carry more than
120 passengers compared to 65 in a
regular bus. Our ridership is main-
Iy during peak hours, so, operating
a few trolleybus sorvices makes
sense. This concept is not there in

Joct 1s the maln problem.” sald a
BMTC officlal.

For regular electric buses, bai-
tery charging and disposal 15 an 15-
s0e. “We nead to set up charging
Infrastructure at depots. Another
worry lschargerunningouten-ro-
ute. An e-bus will runonly around
2ikm once fully charged. Batiery
disposal s another concern,” he
said, adding these batteries main-
Iy come from China.

“There are restrictions on im-
porting Chinese products. For a re-
gular electric bus, batery compri-
508 more than 50% of the overall
cost. With trolleybuses, this cost oo-
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excopt on flyovers and Inborsec-
tlons, and will nead small batteries
torun,” the official said.

“The feasible corridors could be
identified based on the ISGF e
port,” he added. In fact, trolleybu-
sps are cheaper than rall systems.
Trolleybus notworks are operatio-
nal in 43 countries, including Cana-
daand Switzerland.

BMTC managingdirector C Shik-
na said: “We havenot taken any dect-
slon so far”™ Shikha, who was the for-
mer MD of Bescom, has experience
in the power sector; which could help
BMTC in implementationof a trolle-
ybus network.

@19 degrees, day temp
touches lowestin 4 yrs

Mrinalini.Bhat
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: On Thursday,
mercury dipped w s lo-
west during daytime in four
years, even as Hengalure-
ans scurried for woollens
and grabbed piping hotcup-
pas. The minlmum tempe-
rature during the day was 19
degrees Colsius, while the
maximum was 204, Met of-
ficialssald.

The last time the dayii-
me minimum temperatune
fell to 19 degrees was on De-
cember 13, 2006, when theci-
ty was under the spell of cy-
clome Vardah.

While thesun did appear
afow times, the weather was
gloomy for most part of the
day, and by evening, thore
werereportsof drizzerom
across the city.

Rain fury: Many houses
damaged in Kolar dist
Cydone Nivar has lefta trail
of havoc in Kolar district, with
heavy rain damaging houses
inatleast 21 places.

According todistrict S v e
control room sources, South-interfor Karnata-  they said.
Mulbagal taluk in Kolar Ka experienced scattersd A circulation over south
district received over 62mm rain, while norih-Interior coastal Andhra Pradesh and
of rainon Thursday and parts saw Isolated showers. west central Bay of Bengal
standing crops were In coastal districts, the we-  extending up to 4. 5km above
damagedinseveral places. ather remained dry. While mean sea level is 1ikely o re-

Inmeighbouring Chintamani recefved 6cm  suli in Karnataka receiving
Chikka ballapura district, of rain, Kolar got 5cm. isolated rain from Novem-
many tanks overflowed Met officials, meanwhi- ber27to December L
owing to rain over tha le, sald another cyclonicfior- Bengaluru too 18 Hkely o
lasttwo days. Kannampalli mationappeared obeinthe rocelve scattered rain in so-
tank in Chintamani offingoff Tam{l Naducoast.  me aress, while having a go-
overflowed on Thursday. “4 low-pressure system is nerally clondy sky Maor-

mil Nado and make a land-
fall over the coast of Pudu-
cherry on December 2,”

Ilikely to form over southe-
ast Bay of Bengal inthe next
48 hours and is likely to mo-

nings are likely to see fog or
mist, officials said.

mmstwamsmwams'm.|
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Govt’s latest stand on BBMP elections
aw minister JC Madhuswamy said on Friday that the
government had sought time from the Karnataka high
court to carry out delimitation of BBMP wards and

increase the number of wards. “Our
petition has already mentioned the
need to have delimitation of BBMP
wards based on the interim report
submitted by the joint select
committee. We have also told the
court that there is going to be an
increase in Bengaluru's population
and this makes it impractical to

govern with the existing setup. But if the State Election
Commission and the court want us to go ahead with the
election, we are ready for it,” he said.
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Palike is now upgrading its Sahaaya app to ensure that
Mdm‘tdasewrﬂantswmwadﬂ'essngmun

[ will be escalated to the
BBMP official higher R
up in the food chain

*1 ,

“ Hmh-th. complaints will not be Mdﬁmgmnmﬁmuﬂm

e from the complainant on the status of his or her grievance. People can register
[ laints or s on Wh - Commesainer (1) a1 BEEMP
g omp suggestion atsApp Fisjerars Cholan, Specl )
t's common knowiedge that After many complainis about  before closing it plainant on the status of his or
Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagan the app, the Palike is in the pro- “We are coming up with new  her grievance. We are also
Falike's (BEMP) (Mamma o3 of improving the back-end features to ensure a better launching a unique system
Bengaluru) Sahaxya app can system where its employees from  response mechanism. where people can register com-
leave you fecting helpless. a scparate call centre facility will — Henoeforth, the complaints will  plaints or suggestions on
Complaints get closed without the call the complaimant to check it be closed before geiting a WhatsApp,” said Rajendra
problem getting resohved, the status of the complaint confirmaticn from the com- CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 »
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demolition

begins

Road built on Srinivasapura
Lake land ripped apart

| ¥ Maheswara Reddy
€ ~mahaswara.reddyatimesgroup. com
TWEE 15 sl ngaiore MIRR OR

o Buidli throwgh Senivaspiira
Lake in Yelahanka ‘by mistake” has
been ioon wp and the lake is Heely
o be restoded soon. Bangalome
Mirror had on Friday repored
aboui the blatant encroachments

Sudhakar Beddy, the Brubat Bengalur
Mahanagara Palike (BEMP) Byatarayanapura
Diiwisicn Executive Engineet, who had told
PR hat e road weas basilt by him doe (o8
rhistake, said: *T engaged two carth moving
machine and 15 workens 10 demolish the
drain on the like land thae was constnescted
by oversight. ™

Lake acriviso weloomisd el demolition
of the conorete dmin consinecied on
Srinivasapura Lake. BEamprasad, co-lfounder
of Friends of Lakes said that he was happy to
nie that a few encroachments had been
removed and he hopes that the ke will be
rejuvenaied in doe course of time.

"The understanding of the duty of state
CONTINUED OM PAGE 10 »




BBMP up their
tech game

CONTINUED FROM PAGE1

Cholan, Special Commissioner (IT) at
BEMP. Another feature introduced in
the ‘Sahaaya 2.0 platform is that the
complaints will automatically be esca-
lated to the next level of the BEMP hier-

archy, whenever they are not attended
to on time.

During a recent review meeting
chaired by BBMP Administrator Gaurav
Gupta and Commissioner N
Manjunath Prasad, the officials came
up with a standard operating procedure
(SOP) for addressing complaints.
Calling the complainant before closing
case is now mandatory.

Ower the last seven months, the
Sahaaya has received about 82,163
complaints from citizens. Officials say
they have resolved about 91 per cent of

Top complaints (since Feb)
Street lights not working 28,159
Garbage vehicle not arrived 7,823
Garbage dump 6,196

Potholes 5,077

Roadside drains 3,075

Animal birth control (stray dogs)
2,775

VK Srivatsa, a resident of
Hemmigepura, said, “Whenever the
council gets dissolved and the election
comes up, our complaints get addressed
immediately. The response is poor after
the elections are over.”

Citizens, who regularly use the
Sahaaya app to make complaints, also
said that they are facing issues when it
comes to providing the exact location.
“Some engineers attend to the com-
plaints. In some cases, they say the road
or defunct streetlight does not come in
their ward. cases are closed stat-
ing that they fall under long-term solu-
tion category. Earlier, there was a fea-
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the complaints (74,970), while about
6,000 are pending. As many as 4,335
complaints have been escalated to
higher officers. A majority of the com-
plaints are related to solid waste, road
maintenance and electrical (street
lights). The BBMP also receives com-
plaints on OFC cables, parks and play-
grounds, lakes, health and sanitation.

Going by the zonal classification of
the complaints, Bommanahalli and
Mahadevapura zones have been active-
ly using the web or mobile applications
to lodge complaints. Zones such as
Dasarahalli, Yelahanka and South have
seen minimal complaints.

Murali Govindarajulu, a resident of
Hagadur, said the escalation feature was
already there but the complaint was
getting closed before it was attended to.
“It has happened to me several times.
The response system by the solid waste
management and the electrical division
is quite good. The engineering depart-
ment is the worst when it comes to fill-
ing potholes and repairing broken
slabs,” he said.

B e e e T eI E e

ture to re-open the case. Now, it is not
available,"” Sandeep H.M, a resident of
Hanu-manth Nagar said.

Anil Kumar Janardhana, from
Jalahalli West, said he has registered
over 200 cases. “l consider it a social
service. About 50 per cent of the cases
were attended to. | had raised problems
such as no street lights and the filthy
condition of abandoned toilet. These
are still not resolved although my com-
plaint has been closed,” he said.



Metmtogounderground,mthzlltrees

| Navean Menszes
0 i me S oup.Com

TWEETE i Bangniore IRRDR

total of 211 trees are coming
in the way of NMamma Metro's
13.8%-bm underground cor-
ridot, which runs between
Jayanagara Fire station South ramgp)
and Magawara (Morth mmp). On the
directions of Karnataka High Court,
the Bruhat Bengalum Mahanagara
Palike (BEMPY on Friday isswed a
public notice, secking feedback in-
cluding objections from citizens
with regard 1o felling tees along the
Mo oorrickie
A enajority of thi treds ane bocated
in place where the 12 siations in-
cluding MG Road and Dairy Cincle,
are coming up. The cvic body has,
however, not provided full details
on places where the trees will be af-
fected, description of the trees oo on
its website, despite a cear direction
from the court.

In June this year, the civic body had m::ﬁu-nutlﬂl.rn_snn
Bannarghatta road, a day befors the Court hearing was schadulad

As per the public notice, the
BEMT has stated that: there are 276
trees standing in the project area be-
tween Jayanagara Fire Station and
Magawara except at Landiord sta-
tion and All Saints” Chunch station of
Reach 6. “The BMRCL has proposed
to rernove 212 trees,” the notice stat-
ed. The civic body has requested peo-

ple o send their commeenis either by
post or email (Dodbbmp] 2@gmail.
com) within ten days

‘When asked about the tree details
not being uploaded on the website,
Ranganath Swamy, Deputy Conser-
vator of Forests (Tree Officer), BEMP
said he would look into it

The matter had also come ap for

heartng in the High Court on Friday
The counsel representing petitioner
and senlos environmentaliss DT
Devare requested for a face-to-face
public consultation with regard to
felling of trees instead of the pulblic
notice, where citieens can only voice
thelr opinion through emails or
posts, In response, the BEMP repee-
sentatives asked mowe tme o reply,
The next hearing has been scheduled
on December 9

In Juree this year, the civic body
had chopped off about 30 trees mom
the premises of Jayanagar Fire sta-
tion and Karmikam Bavana on Ban
nerghatta road just a day before the
Court hearing was scheduled. On
its part, the BMRCL is struggling to
complete the construction of Metro
on time due to delays in approvals
for cutting trees. The corpomtion has
already engaged three contracton
for the construction of underground
line at different stretches. Officials
say the work has been slowed down
as some trees are blocking the work.

Why Bengaluru has
escaped Nivar fury

Experts say change of path of the cyclone to be thanked for low intensity

| Sridhar¥ivanatimesg roup.com
TWEETS @wridmarvidirror

Ithough Cyclone Nivar
brought the “ideal’ Ben-
galuru weather back, the
irstensity was not s muoch
F1 1 prrdll‘trd". While the
Met department had eardier lssued
a :.rth:lw alert to the city saying that
many areas would be inundated, the
cyclone failed o bring maximum
rain or highspeed winds., Experts
uy the ‘discrganised” cyclonic struc-
ture and change of path might have
resubted in besser minfall
Karnataka State Matural Disaster
Muonitoring Centre (KSNDMC) sen-
ior consultant G5 Srinivasa Reddy
said the change of path of the cy-
dclome was the reason behind reduced
rainfall. After crossing the Andhra

Pradesh border, one Ltpnn-.l it b hpﬁttﬂdtlﬂtht disorganised” cydonic structure could hﬂclﬂnﬂlhmhmm&h

head rowands the north-west region,
which would have brought more
rain to the city. But the cyclone
headed northwands. As it was around
AP , Kolar and Chikkaballapur
districts received heavy rainfall and
in fact, 15 weather stations in Kolar
district have recorded heavy ratndall,

Indlia Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) Bengaluni dinector (35
Patil told Bangalore Mirror that the
weakening of the cyclone with lower
intensity didn’t allow heavy rainfall
as the cyclone always weakens once
it makes 5 Landfall

Meanwhile, Sridhar Ralsashrama
nian, professor in the department of
mechandeal engineering at 0T Bom
bay and a weather analyst 5t Qpest
Met said, *"The impact of cyclones
can be related w s stroctune. In case

of MNivar, the cyclone couldnt ongan-
ise itself into a compact form and
hence, was mostly disorganissd. In
kact, the structure of the cyclone is
aronind its eye. The evewall is where
the strongest winds exist. As winds
keep coming out of the eyvewall, the
reduces. If the cyclone is mone
compact, the si'rrd. willl recluce at a
much lower rate. However, when
the cyclonic system s not well or-
ganised, the wind spesd will reduce
drastically, coming from the eyewall
to the outside sdge of the cyclone.
This is what happened with Ni
var, which coukdn’t susiain strong
wiirds ”
I we look at the minfall pattern,
Mahadevapura and East Zone re
ceived the maximum minfall in the

‘ Cyclone Nivar
couldn't organise

itself into a compact

form and hence, was

disorganised

-Sridhar Balasubramanian, I Bombay

city. Basyvanapura recordesd 12 mm
and 30 mm in Hagadur, followed by
Varthur (30 mm), Kadugodi (29.5
mm) and KR Poram (285 mm).
Patil said the southem interior
of Karnataka witnessed scattersd
rainfall on Fridyy while the north
ern interlor of the State recefved
isclated miniall Cosstal Karnataks
received dry rainfall. Now, a low
pressure system is likely to lorm over
the south Bay of Bengal in the next
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48 howsrs, It is likely to move west-
wards and reach Tamil MNadu and
Puducherry coast on December 2.
The well-marked low-pressure arca
now lies over south coastal AP and
adjoining west-central Bay of Bengal.
The associated circulation extends
up to 4.5 km above mean seal level,
As 3 result, the southermn interior of
Karnataka is likely 10 experience iso-
lated rainfall from November 27 to
December 1.

For Bengaluru, it will be a gen
erally cloudy sky with minfall in a
few areas and one can expect fog
or mist in the sarly moming houwrs.
Meanwhile, Reddy sald the second
cyclone of the month coald hit Ben
galuru by Decemnber 4, though b was
too early for an exact prediction.
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patlents In ICU has reduced
drastically to 401.

State Municipal

Bodies Can’t Engage
with Tobacco Cos for
Public Campaigns

Our Bureaw

Bengaluoru: Karnata-
ka has asked all muoni-
clpal bodles to not ac-
cept any sponsorship
from, or collaborate
with, tobacco firms for

‘The notification firom
the state's munlclpal
administraton depart-
ment follows a direction
from the Centre to all
statos todraw up a Code

of Conduct for govern-
Recently, a dty ment bodies and offict-
corporation in the dls with regard to thelr
state had collaborated  rolationship with tobac-
withatobaccofirmte ¢ so that
launchitsgreendty the latter do not influ-
campaign ence policles.
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KATMAAKS NAES Desn
at the forefront in taking cognisance of the im-
portance of Article 5.3 of the Frame Conven-
tlon Alllanco{FCA), a World Health Organlza-
tion initiative to control public consumption
of tobacco, said Dr US Vishal Rao, a cancer
specialist who has been leading an anti-tobac-
0 cCampalgn.

The Ministry of Health has taken a big step to-
wards advising tobacco control and also setting
a procedent for other states to follow thisstep

It is critical that gover nment bodles and officl-
als totally disengage themselves with the tobac-
€0 Indusiry as they will use their funding for
public projects and campalgns t0 bulld thelr
brand and create a positive image in the minds
of youth, Rapsaid.

Recently, acity corporation in the state had col-
laborated with a tobacco firm to launch s gre-
clty campaign, he added.



Anglo-Swedish drugmaker AstraZeneca (A7) had an eventful week during which it announced 63% efMicacy rate for the

vacrne ITs developing against the Covid-19 virus In partnership with Oxford University. The company announced tat In a

smiall subgroup of the trial participants the vaccine showed better emccy when administered a half dose Mrst and a full dose

—_— after a month. This announcement triggered a series of questions on the company’s trial protocol. However, on Thursday,

E‘ the company started 2 new trial where It will administer 2 halr and a full dose to a larger particpant group. Divy a Rajagopal
gl explains the Impact this will have on the approval timeline for the vaccine, which has impiications for india too.

sesed Curious Case of AZ/Oxford Vaccine

WHAT IS THE EFFICACY OF WHY IS AZ STARTING A NEW TRIAL? WHAT DOES THIS MEAN
THE AZ/OXFORD VACCINE?  AZ's discovery that the vaccine works better with a FOR SERUM INSTITUTE OF

nterim analysis smailer first dose was acridental This was not part '
;nl{tmmﬁ?ﬂlm of the original trial protocol. It was an error on part INDIA'S (Sli) TRIAL?

whon two different dosages were of ane of the trial contractors of Oxford University Si told ET that It will confinue with
administersd o two different groups The company will be starting trials afresh with a &'ﬂm'ﬂﬂw The AZ-
of people. The larger group, which smaller dose first o adhere to the best standards of mmmhm I'ﬂl:ﬂ'llmﬁ

was given two full doses, showed
2% efMcacy, while a smaller group

G0-70% making it a viable vaccine,
said Sil. EMcacy could vary siighity

af around 2.400 participants, which
was given half and full doses. showed bbbt g i b
90% efficacy CEO of il said the Indian trials

are running smaothdy with strict
WHY DID THE VACCINE mﬁmn
SHOW BETTER EFFICACY cOmpany was studying the data
IN THE SUB-CGROUP THAT
eyl sl WILL THE VACCINE LAUNCH
FVLL DOSRS? BE DELAYED?
Sarah Gilbert, professor of -

at the University of AZ CEO Pascal Soriot sald that

Owford, sald the reason s still m:nmuz::aruumw
ot okt be Pat he vl B 0f O e W The
immune system was reacting to the company can submit the efficacy data
smaller dose as if it was fighting of 63% to get emergency approval as it
a real intection, leading to better Is above the S0% that most reguiators
response. stipulate
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Approved plan, OC details
available on BBMP website

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
BBMP on Friday uploaded
to its website the details of
all the building plans that
were approved, and all the
commencement and occu-
pancy certificates issued be-
tween 2019-20 and 2020-21.

The publication of the de-
tails comes a week after the
BBMP relaunched the web-
site and promised to upload
the details of all its projects
online. BEMP Commission-
er N Manjunatha Prasad said
the detailshad been putupfor
the first time.

The BBMP has also devel-

oped the e-Aasthi software
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that enables citizens to ac-
cess property and khata de-
tails and do khata transfers
and registrations. The pro-
ject is currently running on
a pilot basis, and the BEMP
has currently uploaded the
data from Shanthalanagar,
Neelasandra and Shanthina-
garwards. Following the suc-
cessful trial, the e-Aasthi pro-
jecthasbeenextended to 100
wards in East, West and
South zones, and other wards
would be covered within the
nextsixmonths, officials said.

Visit https://bbmp.gov.in/
townplanning.html for de-
tails.

State adds 1,526 new Covid-19 cases to tally

BENGALURU, DHNS: Karna-
taka recorded 1,526 fresh
Covid-19 cases taking the to-
tal number of cases so far to
8.,81,086.

The highest number of
cases wasreported from Ben-
galuru Urban (808) followed
by Mysuru district (75), Dak-
shina Kannada (66), Tumaku-
ru(63) and Haveri (50).

In addition, 1,451 people
were also discharged from

Covid-19 hospitals of whom
549 were in Bengaluru Ur-
ban.

The youngest of the farali-
tieswas a 48-year-old woman
from Bengaluru Urban who
died ata private hospital. She
had symptoms of Influenza
LikeTllness. The oldest fatali-
tyisan85-year-old-manfrom
Bidar.

The Mahadevapura zone
under Bruhat BengaluruMa-

hanagara Palike has been re- pastl0days. Inall, Mahadevap- over the last 10 days, followed
porting highest concentration ura zone accounted for 17% of by Eastand South Zones which
of cases in Bengaluru over the all cases registered in the city account for 16% each.
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The ‘cost’ of waste disposal

The fund-crunched BBMP has decided to levy a fee for collecting waste from doorsteps, hoping to get some
help in streamlining waste management. However, people want Palike to improve the service before charging.

SHREEDN

n June, when the Bruhat Bengalu-
ru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
approved a user fee of Rs 200
household for waste disposal ser-
vices, not too many believed in its
implementation. The BEMP has now
decided to goahead with the new fee-for-
service model from January 2021, This
hassparked 3 debate amaong citizens.
Municipal Solid Waste Management
Rules, 2016 introdueed the eoncept of a
user fee by local bodies officially. They
ipa:ll;y that a local body, such as BEMP,

roads, and penalise violators, he says.

V Ravichandar, an urban expert who
was a part of BEMP Restructuring Com-
mittee, says that based on the polluter
paysprinciple, charging a fee for garbage
services isnotunfar.

He talks of a different system where
waste can be given to licensed waste dis-
posal service providers which citizenscan
rely on for a fee, where the BEMP would
play the role of enforeer of garbage dis-
posal rules for citizens as well as service
providers,

Nalini Shekar, the founder of Hasiru
Dala, an NGOfocused on waste manage-

wser fee as deemed appropriate and col-
lect the fiee from

mient, says that the liected will
help streamline payments for existing

ators on

its own orthrough an suthorised agency™.
The BEMPis going for the user fee mode
under this rule.

However, thisleadsto alotof questions.
Suryaprakash BS, programme director at

they going to collect this fee?™ he asks.
Maintenance of implemeniation is the
allenge across the governments, he
says.
14

waste ser
"B

s
y now and then we see good
services and services getting disrupted
because of lack of payment. Right now
pourakarmilas are gering paid before
6th of every month, but aute drivers and
dry waste collection centres are saying
they have not been paid. The charg-
ing of user fec will help make allsuch pay-
ments on time and help the BBMP man-
ageitwell.itwill helpstreamline thecity's
waste management process,” she says.
Pranay K(N:Lﬂ“mﬂt, F‘\md of research

“Inmy view, weshy h
charges,"he says. H garbage is not getting
collected when the user fee lsbeing paid,
there is a stronger likelihood of people
demanding better services, than people
who just pay hlanket property tax and
crib about the city not managmg waste
properly, hefeels.

Howvever, since the efficiencyofl BEMP
in enforcing rules has always been a prob-
lem, he suggests a model of competition
between many service providers, who

at The T explains
the downside in case people do not agree
t0 pay. If peaple start dumping waste
outside because they don't want o pay,
the economic and health cost of this will
Fall on other people who paythe charges.
Being the government, it is the BEMP's
dutyto provide the service, with a charge
or not, he says.

There is an unofficial user fee already
in place where people pay the pourakar-
:mka-nn:al.:awaylh:waw.'l‘he BBMP,

an choose for was 7

ed to go ahead, is working out

al services. based SEMVICES,
In this model, however, the BEMP hasto
makesure peopledon’t throwsarbage on

the the official plan.
erthis will be materinlised or not remains
tobe seen.

SWM cess from
property tax for

the SWM
department Rs 1021.57
(tipping fee) crore
Rs 1 lakh

Total planned SWM I:I-Udget for 2020-21

Rs 1058.87 cr

SOURCE: BAMP BUDCET 202031
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BBMP’s Solid Waste Management (SWM) expense planned for 2020-21 BESCO m tO
| Payment of wages Allowance for
i m w and allowances marshals hElp BBMP
| % Rs 7267 cr Rs 10 crore
[ collect the
DPR Infrastructure f
preparation expenditure ]
D Rs2cr "# Rs 7.27 cr user lee
Work from Work from SHREED N
gﬂ::;%?:‘r:‘; & sitp ppropriate mechanism for the
Rs 113.5¢cr collection of the user fee is a
Rs 55 cr hallenge the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BEMP) will face
ﬂ ﬁ H B d when the user fee model comes into
r 9 force. BEMPSpecial Commissionerfor
Operations and Scientific sanitary Solid Waste Management Randeep Dev
maintenance of SWM landfill maintenance says that the Palike will ke the help of
Recelpts from Rs 757.3 cr Rs 25.68 cr Bangalore Electricity Supply Company

Limited (Bescom) tocollect the user fee
everymonth.

Bescom stafl whao visit households
every month to give electricity bill will
also bill for waste disposal services. If
someonedoes not paythe amount, then
Bescom will report itto the BBMP, and
the BBMP will enforeeit, says Randeep.

The fee is nothing but a charge for
the BEMP coming and picldng up waste
fromhouses, just like the water and elec-
tricity charges, he explains.

The service has been free of cost so
far, now on itwill have a fee, A minimal
amount of Rs 200 will be charged per
household

However, Randeepsays there will be
slabs fior various kinds of households,
depending on income groups.

“We are also saying that in case you
compost your waste, therewill be some
kind of rebate in the fee” he says.

Why is this necessary? The BBMP

‘Before charging us, BBMP must fix collection’

SETHULEKSHMIM 5

aste management in Bengaluru

‘ ;‘ ; has always been a difficult pro-
cess. Depositing of waste near the
roadside late inthe nightsinside the cityis
acommon sight. Amidits failure to collect

the garbage, Bruhat Bengaluru Mahana-
gara Palike (BBMP) is thinking of a plan
to levy Rs 200 per month per household
as waste eollection charge.

DHtakesacloser look athow citizens of
Bengalurureact tothisnew development,
and what concernsthey have.

R Saranya, aresidentof Mathikereand
a dietician at Ramaiah memorial hospi-
tal, spoke about the failure in the existing
wastecollection systemn. She said: “Instead
of charging extra from each household,
fine should be collected from those who
don't even bother to dispose of the waste

RSARANYA
Resident of Mathikere
First, BEMP has to bring
discipline to already existing
garbage collection system,
after that government can
plan an waste collection
charges.

MANJUNATH
Residentof Mahalakshmi
Lanyout

They (BBMP) lack in
providing adequate services
ta the people. Most of the
time, they never come to my
area or road to collect waste,

AWARTHA JAGADEESWAR

. REDDY
Residentof Munnekallal

As this expense is already
included in property tax | feel
this charge should not be
imposed which would bea
burden to the citizens as jobs

VISMAYAVG
Residentof BTM Layout
Waste collecting vehicles
come at different time slots
and there are days when we
miss these vehicles... Waste
bins will help people deposit
waste whenever they need.

have become unstable.
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properly by segregating wet and dry
wasteand littering itaround the corners
oftheroad instead of handing it properly
to BBMP van which collects garbage”
Aboutthe extracharges, shesaid, “My
guessisahugeamount would be colleet-
ed by the government through this new
tax system. So first, the BBMP has to
bring discipline to the already existing
garbage collection system, after that they
can plan on waste collection charges.”
Manjunath, aresidentof Mahalakshmi
Layout who is working as Project man-
agement officerat Conduent, feelsa new
user feesystem may not beaffordable for
everyone due to the prevailing econom-
ic conditions due to Covid-19 pandemic.
He calls the extra fee as outrageous; “In
this Covid-19 situation, many people are
struggling for the basicneedsand anyex-
tracharge is not pleasing for the public.”
“T would request not to implement
such kind of fee. And moreover, theylack
in providing adequate servicestothe peo-
ple. Most of the times, they never come
o my area or road to collect the waste,
and on top of this levying 200 rupees is
burdensome,” he added.
Awartha Jagadeeswar Reddy, a resi-
dent of Raiashree Lavout, Munnekollal

feels that this tax systern will add to the
woes of the people. “As this expense is
already included in property tax T feel
this charge should notbeimposed which
waould be a burden to the citizens as jobs
have become unstable during these
pandemic days and many have lost jobs
as well, We would highly recommend
avoiding the new tax system, as people
finditdifficult tomeettheir own personal
expenses.”

Vismaya VG, who stays at BTM lay-
out says that first, the BEMP must keep
waste hins at public places. “Most of the
times, waste collecting vehicles come at
different time slots and there are days
when we miss these vehicles and will
wait till next day for waste collectors,”
shesays, She feels the Rs 200 fee will not
solve this problem.

Bengaluruhad huge cement binslong
back in 2000s, before the eity moved on
tothe door-to-door waste collection sys-
tem, reminisces Ramachandra, a resi-
dentefRajajinagar. e saysthatthebins
became a health hazard and had to be
removed, as people dumped everything
intothem. However, he feelstheextrafee
willmake people feel responsible and pay
attention to what BBMP is doing.



Bescom to

help BBMP
collect the
user fee

SHREED M

ppropriate mechanism for the
A collection of the vser fee is a
hallenge the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike (BEMP) will face
when the user fee model comes into
force. BBMP Special Commissioner for
Solid Waste Management Randeep Dev
says that the Palike will take the helpof
Bangalore Electricity Supply Company
Limited { Bescom) tocollect the user fee
every month,

Bescom stafl who visit households
every month to give electricity bill will
also bill for waste disposal services. If
someone does not pay the amount, then
Bescom will report it to the BEMP, and
the BEMP will enforceit, says Randeep.,

The fee is nothing but a charge for
the BBMP coming and picking up waste
from houses, just like the warer and elec-
tricity charges, he explains.

The service has been free of cost so
far, now on it will have a fee. A minimal
amount of Rs 200 will be charged per
household.

However, Randeep says therewill be
slabs for various kinds of households,
depending on income groups.

“We are also saying that in case yvou
compost your waste, there will be some
kind of rebate in the fee.” he says.

Why is this necessary? The BEMP
estimates Rs 175 erore to be collected
annually{see graphics) by way of solid
waste management cess from property
tax. The state has sanctioned Rs 900
crore over threeyears forinfrastructure
expenditures, Thereisnosupport from
the central government either for the
operations and maintenance, forwhich
BBMPT needs to generate its own funds,

Randeep estimates the fee to be
collected at about Rs 300 crore per
annum. BEMP annual expenditure for
SWM is over LOO0D crores, and this fee
will helpmeetsome of the expenditure
incurred, and empower BEMP to give
better services to the public, he says,
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Draw up list of manual
scavengers, says BBMP

BENGALURU, DHNS

he BBMP has asked the
ch:int commissioners of
allzonestoredoasurvey
and identify people pushed
into manual scavenging.
BBMP Commissioner N
Manjunatha Prasad has is-
sued directions to the joint
commissioners to work on
providing alternative live-
lihood to those engaged in
manual scavenging.
Speaking at the meeting
of a BEMP committee set up
to oversee the end of manual
scavenging, Prasad acknowl-
edged that the deplorable
practice still exists in several
places despite a ban. The sur-
veywill cover areas within the
BBMP limits and focus on the
110 villages recently added to
the Palike. “Thereisno under-
ground drainage in 110 villag-
es,” Prasad said. “There is a
need to check if septic tanks
in these areas are cleaned by
manual scavengers. The sur-

The BBMP hasissued directions to ofﬁcia'ls toworkon

providing alternative livelihood to those engaged in
manual SCAVenging. DH ILLUSTRATION: PRAKASHS

vey will help them find alter-
native jobs.”

Prasad pointed out that
technology alternatives are
now available to clean septic
tanksand drains. “Those who
clean manholes and septic
tanksand whohire themareli-
able for punishment,” he said.

Joint Commissioner So-
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mappa Kadakola said a sur-
vey taken in 2013 identified
201 manual scavengers. “The
Centre provides Rs 40,000
aid for them. Seventy-one
scavengers have received the
aide. Officials have submit-
ted documents regarding the
remaining scavengers to the
Centre,” hesaid.
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How effective are Covid-19 vaccines and when will India get them®?

The news of the high efficacy of four Covid-19 vaccines in the last two weeks has generated hopes at a time when the pandemic hasinfected more than 93 lakh Indians and
killed over 135,000 of them. But notwithstanding the promises, Covid-19 shots are unlikely to be available to the people immediately as there are multiple hurdles thar

| . need to be overcome. Here s what you need to know: — KALYANRAY
How many Covid-19 vac- How promising are the early results? When would the vaccine
cines are available now? BioNTech-Pfizer, Moderna and Sputnik V vaccines claimed more than 90% be available in India?
‘While vaccine development usual- efficacywhile AstraZeneca claimed 70% efficacy. Buteven the AstraZeneca That's difficult to say even though Adar Poonawal-

Iy takes years, the global emer- vaccine was seen to be 90% effective under a specific dose regimen, which la, the CEO of the Serum Institute of India, prom-
gency caused by the coronavirus . the company has now admitted happened due to amistake. The problem, . ised tomake 100 million doses (of the AstraZen-

has greatly expedited the process however, is that these are based on interim data as technical details on the trial ecavaccine) available to India by late December
inthe last 12 months. Forty-eight protocols and findings have not been published in any peer-reviewed journal. 2020 orearly January 2021. He also promised
vaccine candidates are in clinical Since thedevil always liesin the details, a clearer picture of the vaccine efficacy 400 million doses by July 2021. India is, however,
trials, including 11 under phase I11. would emerge when the publications appear. yet to finalise the pathway to the emergency use
Early results from vaccines authorisation, Once thatis finalised, the SITwill
developed by BioNTech-Pfizer, 91.4% 94.5% 95% have toapply for EAU approval forits vaceine.
Moderna, AstraZeneca-Oxford i effective  effective While the timeline for publicaccess to the vaccine
R f : effective 2 : =
University and Russia’s Sputnilk V 70% remains unclear, researchers estimated thatit
have shown promises. An Indian effective may take up totwo years to vaceinate nearly 800
vaccine developed by Bharat SEL million Indians in order to reach herd immunity.
Biotech isin Phase III trial while f 3
asecond one from Zydus Cadila =
isundergoing clinical evaluation. J .
Hyderabad-based Biological 4
Evanswillalso launch the trial of Which vaccine would be used in India?
avaccine developed by Johnson & AstraZeneca-  Sputnik  Moderna Pfizer- The AstraZeneca is the best bet at the moment
Johnson. Oxford University BioNTech despite its somewhat lower efficacy becauseit is

easier to transport using India’s existing cold chain
network, and the manufacturer has made a commit-

| How muchwould the vaccine cost in India? Does India have adequate infrastructure to roll out menttomake 50% of its capacity available to India.

Foratwo-dose regimen, the AstraZeneca vaccine anadult vaccine to such a large papulation? The next bestoptionsare Sputnik-V and Bharat
would cost $8. Poonawalla said he would sell the Theinfrastructure at the moment is inadequate. Currently, Biotech and Zydus Cadila products, subject tothe

health ministry to fix a procurement rate for the vans. The government is in talks with the private sector for unlikely to come toIndiain the near future because
government. Sputnik-V will cost less than $20 for additional cold chain facilities. Also, there are 70,000 plus of their: (a) high cost (b) ultra-low cooling require-
twodoseswhile Moderna and Pfizer products will trained vaccine-givers but effortsare underway to find out mentfor storageand (¢) pre-booking of theirentire
cost $30 and $39, respectively. more people to administer the two-dose vaccine. stockby therich nations.

vaccineat Rs1,000 while talks are on with the . there are 28,000 cold chain points and 700 plus refrigeration . trial outcomes. The Moderna and Pfizer shots are
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GET READY TO PAY NEW CIVICCESSES

Cash-strapped departments mull ways to raise funds; BBMP to collect land transport levy

BOSKY KNANNA @Uemalury. ...

IT is not just citizens who are
vet to become financially stable
and make ends meet during the
pandemic. The state govern-
ment too, appears to face the
same situation.

Various government depart-
ments are comingup with ways
to fund ongoing and future
projects. One such scheme is
the Bengaluru Urban Trans-
port Fund proposed by the de-
partments of urban develop-
ment and urban land transport.
The fund will be used not just
to improve last-mile connectiv-
ity as proposed, but also to im-
prove overall urban develop-
ment work across the state.

“The proposal has been final-

Work in progress at Nrupatunga Road in
Bengaluru (file photo) | exeaess

ised, but there are still some
finer details which need to be
ironed out before submitting it
to the government for approval
The fund will be collected along
with the layout plan and devel-
opment charges while forming

layouts. We need not wait for
the financial vear to commence
to levy it, it can be rolled out
immediately after the govern-
ment approves,” sources in the
UDD told TNIE.

BEMP has also proposed to
collect land transport cess for
the improvement of road condi-
tions in the city, which is pro-
posed to be 2%. However the
UDD has proposed 1% charge of
the lavout plan as Bengaluru
Urban Transport Fund.

Another senior government
official seeking anonymity said
that while other districts will
pay for one fund, those in Ben-
galuru will pay for two. The of-
ficial added that government
funding is normally given for
big projects like the suburban
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EXPRESS READ

Palikeuploadsplans,and
occupancy certificates
on BBMP website

BEMGALURU: Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike has begun to
upload all plans approved,
commencement and occupancy
certificates issuved in 2019-20, and
to date this year, on its website-
https:/bbmp.gov.in/
townplanning html According to
BBMP records, a total of 10,311
plans approved (FA), 356
commencement certificates and
329 occupancy certificates were
issued during this period. Most
PAs are from RR Nagar (2,394),
followed by Bommanahalli (1777)
and east Bengaluru (1,385). The
maximum commencement
certificates were issuved in
Mahadevapura zone (81) and
maximum occupancy certificates
were also issved here (B8).ENS
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rail and to city corporations
like BEMPF, and boards such as
the BWSSB and others in the
districts. Little funding is given
to departments to take up de-
velopmental works. So through
the BUTF not just transporta-
tion, but also other projects will
be addressed, such as lake de-
velopment and solid waste
managerent.

The BBEMP is already work-
ing on collecting garbage col-
lection charges fee in the form
of service charge from citizens
from January to manage the
waste generated in Bengalaru.
The BEMP also already col-
lects beggary cess, library
cess, health and solid waste
management cess, apart from
property taxes.




DECONGESTING B'LURU

Carmelaram bridge gets nod,
to bring relief to IT workers

_S LALI TH._[ @Bengaluru _

THE much-dreaded spot for
motorists heading from
Whitefield, Gunjur and Pana-
thur towards Sarjapur Road
and Silk Board Junction is
the Railway Level Crossing
near the Carmelaram Rail-
way Station. To help commut-
ers, the Railway Board recent-
I¥ sanectioned a Road Over
Bridge here.

Motorists get stuck here
anywhere between 15 and 35
minutes when the gates are
shut for trains to pass. There
is absolute chaos when the
boom barrier opens and vehi-
cles race ahead in opposite
directions.

The New Indian Expresshas
a copy of the letter dated No-
vember 18 which has sane-
tioned the bridge at LC Gate
no. 132 at a cost of Rs 40.3
crore. The Railways will put
in Rs 11.26 crore, while the
State government Rs 29.09
crore, it says.

Acsenior BEMP official said
that they have completed the
survey and identified proper-
ties that have to be acquired
for the bridge. “Soon, we will
issue anotification for the ac-
quisition of these properties.
We can compensate property
owners in the form of the
Transfer of Developmental
Rights. If they need cash, then
the approval has to be given
by the government,” he said.
The land acquisition would
take at least six months, he
added.

But the Railways need not
wait for acquisition to begin
work. “The main carriage

way of the bridge comes in
the portion of land belonging
to the State Government. The
work can progress in these ar-
eas. By the time they com-
plete some work there, we can
hand over other pieces of
land,"” he said.

A top railway official con-
firmed that the approval has
been received for the project.
“MNo deadline has been fixed
for the completion of the
bridge now. It can be done af-
ter land acquisition is com-
pleted,” he said.

Sanjeev Dyamannavar, ur-
ban transportation expert,
gaid, “This will offer relief for
both rail and road traffie.
With the doubling work on be-
tween Baivappanahalli and
Hosur, double the number of
trains that were run before
Covid can run along the
stretch. Trains need not slow
down mindful of alevel cross-
ingahead. TheIT crowd head-
ing towards Sarjapur and Silk
Board Junction from White-
field take this road as it the
shortest route. It will really be
a big relief if they do not have
a gate here anymore.”
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Baiyappanahalli
3rd terminal
may open in Jan

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@_B_Engal_u o

THE third coaching termi-
nal for the City at Baivap-
panahalli is likely to be
ready in January next vear.
The work will not be com-
pleted even by early next
vear and could open with
one or three platforms, high-
Iy-placed sources said.

General Managerof South
Western Railway A K Singh
inspected the terminal to see
the progress of works.

A senior official present at
the spot said, “The pandemic
delaved the work enormous-
Iv It isnow going on at a brisk
pace with the existing labour
foree but it will not be ready
by December-end as we had
planned. By January-end we
hope to open it with either
one platform o a maximuam
of three platforms.” Another
official said the delay “does
not practically affect the dai-
Iy operations as most trains
are not operating now"™

The Rs 192.59 crore termi-
nal will have seven plat-
forms, three pit lines and
seven stabling lines. It has
missed numerous deadlines
over the last two yvears, the
latest being December-end.

The terminal can decon-
gest the saturated KSR Ben-
galur and Yesvantpur rail-
way stations.




RURAL FOLKHESISTANT TOUNDERGO
COVID-19 VACCINE TRIALS, SAY EXPERTS

Factors such as education level, fear of outcome affects attitudes; there is time to educate people, officials say

AJITH M S @Mysury

WHILE many are closely
watching the progress of Cov-
id-19 vaccines, experts have
flagged a pattern where a sec-
tion of people may hesitate to
take the vaccine over fear and
concerns, which is referred to
asvaccine hesitancy.

In the case of Mysuru, where
vaccine trials are underway at
J85 Hospital, attitudes are
starkly different between ur-
ban and rural people. While
many people from urban areas
are flocking to participate,
those from villages are not
keen and are hesitant to enrol
themselves.

Vaccine hesitancy has been
amatter of concern in the case
of many vaccines in the past.
The polio vaccine too faced
such a hurdle.

Notably, a recent study by
United States Pharmacopeia
about Covid-19 vaccination in
low and middle income coun-

tries revealed that 40% of those
surveyed said they want to
wait and watch before getting
vaccinated.

According to pro-vice-chan-
cellor of JS§ Academy of
Higher Education and Re-
search Dr B Suresh, a well-
known researcher himself,
those from villages are hesi-
tant about the tests since they
are worried about the outcome
and its effects. Some even say
"they are in a village, so it is
unnecessary”, Dr Suresh said.

"It depends on the education
level as well. Those from urban
areas and ones who travel are
more open to it," he said. He
pointed out that itis natural to
have a section of people being
hesitant to receive the vaccine
since Covid-19is anew disease.
In any case, he said, the distri-
bution will take a long time.
"By the time the vaccine pro-
duction catches up and mass
vaccination drives are under-
taken, sufficient awareness

A technician at a Covid sample collection booth in Bengalumu takes off
her PPE suit after har shift on Friday | mesnama sasmer

can be created and by then it
will become like a necessity
eventually, like polio," he said.

Divisional joint director of
the Health and Family Welfare
Department Dr B § Pushpal-
atha, whoishandlingeight dis-

tricts, said that initial vaccine
hesitancy is common.

"We had extensively tackled
misconceptions and doubts as
well as worries among the pub-
lic during Measles-Rubella im-
munisationas well as polio. We

will do it with Covid-19 as
well," she said.

She said that since the plan is
to deliver the vaccine to health
workers first and the drive for
the public comes only after that,
it gives them sufficient time to
work out strategies. Sources
said that keeping in mind the
concerns that emerge at the dis-
trict and state level vaceine task
force meetings, directions are
being given to take into confi-
dence religious and other influ-
ential leaders as well as private
practitioners to aid the smooth
delivery of the vaccine once it
becomes a reality

However, experts familiar
with the matter pointed out
that the Covid vaccine is that it
is an adult vaccination drive
unlike others. "With most of
the recipients beingadults, the
strategy needs to be different "
said an expert, adding that the
Japanese Encephalitis vacci-
nation in states such as Uttar
Pradesh is a good example.
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Mortality among
centenarians at 5%
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ENS @Bengaluru
EIGHT months into the pan-
demic the mortality rate among
the oldest category of patients
- centenarians - is low at5%.
Out of 60 people aged 100 and
above afflicted by Covid-19, there
were three deaths so far in Kar-
nataka. The figure is low com-
pared to the 90-99 age group,
which saw 11.5% of 1292 pa-
tients passing away due to the
disease. This isfollowed by 9.1%
of 11,008 patients in the 80-89 age
group, 6.2% of 39,818 patients in
the 70-79 age group, and 4% of
88,050 patients in the 60-69 age
group succumbing to the virus.
While the positivity rate has
been declining and the mortali-
ty rate steady since November
14, the recovery rate marginal 1y
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dropped in the last two days. On
November 25, the recovery rate
was 95.85% and this fell to
95.78% in the next two days.

The active cases growth rate
has been on the rise in the last
three days, with a percentage in-
crease of 112,1.71 and 0.24, over
November 25, 26, and 27 respec-
tively However, the daily rate of
nerease in new cases has been
below 1% since October 16.

In terms of active cases, the
top 5 districts are Bengaluru
Urban with 19,083 cases, Mysu
ruwith 549, DakshinaKannada
with 473, Tumakuru with 440
and Bengaluru Rural with 398.

It is taking that state 76 days
to double Covid cases, a mas-
sive jump compared to October
1 when it was taking just 36
days for to double.
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